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Birthday Girls!

Mrs Pushpa Mathew, Dr
Elizabeth Philip, Mrs Minnu
John, Dr Rachel George and Mrs
Saleema Joseph celebrated their
birthdays!




EDITOR’S VOICE

A World of Artificial
Intelligence

K K Mathew

The world is undergoing a sig-
nificant transformation, with the
advent of artificial intelligence (Al)
playing a crucial role. Al was a ma-
jor topic of discussion at the G-7
summit held in Italy last month.
The keynote speaker at the sum-
mit, Pope Francis, also focused on
Al in his presentation.

Pope Francis tried to make
world leaders aware of the dan-
gers of Al. While advancements in
scientific research and the reduc-
tion of job difficulties are advan-
tages of Al, it also creates an ad-
verse situation by widening the
gap between developed and de-
veloping countries. Although elec-
tions can be conducted using Al,
decisions that require a heart

should remain human. Al pro-
grams are not necessarily objec-
tive or impartial.

The Pope also raised concerns
about the over- reliance on Al in
the education sector, which could
disrupt the educational process.
He took a strong stance on wars
and migrations, urging that Al
should be used for the benefit of
the most vulnerable in society.

With the advent of Al, the
world is experiencing a complex
transformation towards a new in-
dustrial and scientific revolution.
The accessibility of knowledge to
everyone, advancements in scien-
tific research, and the easing of job
burdens are all benefits of Al
However, in a scenario where all
growth is confined to the wealthy
and the majority of the population
remains poor, Al should not be
granted the right to make
decisions.

Pope Francis warned against
the dangerous use of Al in warfare

for polit-
ical or
eco-
nomic
reasons.

At
the same
time, Al
can be
used to
Create
and
spread misinformation and to in-
fluence voters towards extreme
political positions. Al could lead to
wrong decisions.

The next generation has al-
ready transitioned to Al systems.
Based on this, educational institu-
tions need to become centers for
using Al. New courses should be
developed.

Al is leading us towards a tech-
nology that even reveals secrets.
We are rapidly advancing into an
era of super intelligence.

Secretary's Corner
Pushpa Mathew

Our President has made our
meetings quite lively and exciting
with celebrations and lucky dips at
our meetings. Ideas for more of
such activities are welcome from
Members.

We're now planning a whole
day programme for Onam on 27th
September 2024. While details of
the programme are being worked
out, we propose to have an
exhibition on that day, of art
pieces by our talented members -
Dr. P I John, V G Shyam and Maya
Cherian and a “ Kathakali recital by
V. G Shyam. Members are
requested to come forward with
items like “thiruvathira”, skits,
songs, jokes etc.

The governing council met on
18/07/24 and took important
decisions. It was generally decided
to hold our annual picnic in
October 2024. The location
suggested was Vaikom fish farm

Since Onam this year falls on
15th September it was decided to
hold our Onam function on the
first meeting after Onam. It would
be a day long programme with the
artistic display of the creative
talents of our members.

In the forenoon there will be
entertainment items by our
members as usual. This will be
followed by Onam lunch. We
propose to give adequate publicity
for this so that members of the
YMCA, YWCA, Thursday Club etc.
will join to witness it.

There will be a public
honouring of our 3 members

whose
creative
work
would be =%
displayed |
in the hall. §
It was also
decided to
invite a
VIP as the
Chief Guest for the programme.
Mr.George Kurien, Minister in the
Modi Government was one of the
proposals.

Those members who have not
yet submitted their completed
membership forms are requested
to do so urgently so that we can
print our new directory at the
earliest.



Our Holiday in Australia

Joseph Mathew

This year too we decided to
spend our summer holidays with
our children, in Australia. We left
Kochi's hot weather and reached
Melbourne by Singapore Airlines
via Singapore.

Melbourne was a cool 8
degrees when we reached there.
Both our sons live close to each
other and we decided to stay the
first part of our holiday with our
older son. He had booked an Air
B&B for a week at Portsea, which
is about 150 km from Melbourne
city. Portsea is considered the
playground of the rich and
famous, full of beautiful sea-facing
villas, vineyards and golf courses.
It is a peninsula facing Port Philip
bay. We had a relaxed time, simply
chatting and catching up on all the
news, walking along the beach and
eating at the numerous water
front restaurants. Our grandson

went for a swim in the sea and our
son went for a cycle ride. But we
decided to stay put and watch the
beautiful scenery and loaf around.
There was also a vineyard
belonging to an Indian millionaire
with a restaurant serving Indian
food. You have to book days in
advance to get a table there. Since
we had a booking, we were able to
enjoy a variety of kababs with “dal
makhni” and naan.

Back in  Melbourne, the
Comedy Festival season was on
and we had a booking for a
comedy show too. We went for a
show by Arj Barker, who is an
American citizen but half Indian.
Stand up comedies are very
popular in Australia and you have
to book months in advance. We
also went for an extremely well
done musical “Chicago”, which we
had seen as a movie some 20
years back. It was a wonderful
performance combining songs,
dialogue, acting and dance and we
thoroughly enjoyed it. We also
went for a Da Vinci show at the
Melbourne  Exhibition  Centre,
featuring 65 fully built life-size
inventions, 20 fine art studies and
dozens of stunning displays of the
lifetime achievement of Leonardo
Da Vinci in the fields of art,
engineering, flight, hydraulics and
music.

Melbourne has a tantalizing
variety of food and wine with
cuisines ranging from Chinese,
German, Italian, Greek, Korean,
Japanese, and also Indian. We
went to a German pub, which

served
typical
German
items like
pork
knuckles,
bratwurst
and beer
served by a bevy of buxom
German girls carrying the huge
mugs.

Later we moved to the
residence of our younger son, who
has 2 small children. We could take
them to the numerous nearby
parks and play with them. The
younger child, a 3-year old boy,
enjoyed  wrestling  with  his
grandfather.

(To be continued )

Prof and Mrs T M Philip were felicitated for
their wedding anniversary. Prof Philip is one
of our senior most members
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Dr Jacob Vadakkanchery's Talk

On 12th July we had a distinguished guest
speaker. It was none other than the famous
naturopath Sri. Jacob Vadakkanchery.

While welcoming the chief guest our President Sri
P | Mani said that he had met with an accident
recently, but miraculously recovered with the
naturopathy method of Sri Jacob.

Sri Jacob Vadukanchery is a naturopath, health
activist, social activist and also a Gandhian.

Sri Thiruvanchoor Radhakrishnan MLA was

present during the speech of Sri Jacob.

Several members of our SCF, including Prof. Babu
Joseph and Sri Joseph Mathew differed with the
opinion of Vadakkanchery and had heated discussion
with the guest speaker.

Wish you a Very Happy
Birthday!

John Joseph Kattoor  1st Aug
Dr Joseph Cherian  2nd Aug
Prof Babu Joseph 7th Aug
A M Mathew 11th Aug

Nancy Abraham 25th Aug
M Gopinathan 27th Aug
Happy Wedding
Anniversary!!

P J Issac and Elizabeth - 23rd July
George Varghese and Jaya - 25th July

Left: Shri Jiji Thomas talking about the
Management of the Airspace on 26th July.

Above: Prof KM Varghese presenting
"Comments". a new programme on the 26th July.
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